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' PARLIAMENT 


Hy - NOW SITTING, 


| Ano all = Rulers and Qfficers belonging to this 
' Nation of E:gland, who now bears chiefeſt Rule. 


Some words of RefleGion to you all, touching thoſe 
who bearRule before you, whomthe Lord hath juſtly put dow 
from their Seats, which words may be uſeful for ſo many 0 
chem as have eſcaped the hand of the Lord, as yer not 
to be utterly cut off, 'before he proceed any : further 
_ 5gainſt them. | 


But: this chiefly to you who are the _” 
. Pur you- in minde of their negleCt of the cry: 
+ Righteous; Alſo to your ſelves ' a Wardiog 
and true .admonition. | 2 


Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worſhip at his frot-ſtool, for be i is b, | 


ly, Plal. 99.5. 

Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cauſe derkneſſe. ed be 
fore your feet ſlumble upon the dark mountains, 'and while ye look, f 
Light,he turn it into the ſhadow of death, and I it groſſt darkneſ . 


Jer. I3s I 6s 
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DB; H E former Parliaments and Rulers which were before 
gl you now of late years who were worldly wiſe men, 
8 and accounted by many,even the wiſdom of che Na- 

| tich ,. and theſe wiſe men the Lord God of heaven 


and Rule, gid unto them ſend wany faithfulmeſlen- 
gers, ſervants and: Prophers, even righteous men riſing_up carly : carly 


did che Lord fend unto them in rhe beginning of their rimes of fitting, 


and Rule, and reign, andby them theſe Rulers were often and faith» 
fally warned time after time, in their: times while they bear Rule ; that 
they ſhould Rule in righteouſneſs, and. call ro mind theit former engege- 
ments and promiſes which rhey made vnro the Lord,and unto the honeſt 
hearred of the Nation, in their wayof worſhip roward God without re- 


- Nraint, theſe chings were often laid before them by divers of the Lords 


people called Quakers, from a feeling condition of the want of theſe things 
being fulfilled. => AW 
Bur theſe Rulers which were before you, they did nor regard the true 
meſſages, but did ſleight the Lords ſeaggtaits whom he did ſend unto 
them,though Gods wirneſ; in themſelves did often let them ſec that their 
meſſage was rrue, juft-, and <qual ; bur their meſſage being a crolſe unto 
the wiſdom of theſe Rulers who had loft the rendemefſs In which they 
promiſed (C take good notice of that) their meſlages beings crofle unto 
their wiſdom their worldly honours, .and worldly intereſt, rherefore in- 
Nead of hearkening-to rhe tervancs of the Lord, theſe Rulers rather 
hearkened wnto the Teachers of the Nation ,. even the falſe Prophets 
who joyned with them fcr: worldly intereſts 3 and ſo went from the wit- 
neſs of God- in-themſelves unto the counſel of their own hearts., which. 
were obe with the falfe prophets without, ſo the wiſdom of God became. 
fooliſhneſs uriro them, and ſo-they broke Covenants with God and his 
people which formerly they had made. 

Then began they to deſpiſe the Lords ſervants when they went from the 
reproof of the Lord in themſelves; & ſo ſuffered them With rhe reſt of the 
people of the Lord to be perſecuted, beat and whipped£& impriſoned.,and. 
their goods to be ſpoiled by the Pricfts of the Nation and others through 
unjuſt Popiſh lawes, which was ſet up and made by PoPiſh governors for 

the maintenance and guarding of Popiſh Prieſts aud theſe lawes perſe- 
cuting Magiſtrates took hold of , and perſecuted them which bore a true 
Teſtimony for the Lord,as they were movedby him,though formerly they 
had hazarded their lives with many of theſe Rulers who gave them thus 


up into the hands of wicked men,and ſo every one as they departed from - 
| iniquity 


My andearth, thegreat. wiſe God whois Lord over all, 
81. yet not known por comprehended by all the wiſdom of. 
LS the world, he unto them in the rime of their fitting 
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iniquity,and bore teſtimony for God, were unto this generation made a 


reYe | | 

of Neveheleb the threatnings,ſcoffings,; and revilings,the Barbarous and 
cruel oppreſſions, hard yokes and heavy burdens, beatings , bruifings 
bloodſhed, priſons, and perſecutions which wes inflited upon us in this 
time of theſe Rulers negle& of true Juſtice, all this did not take away 
our confidence which we have in the Lord \ bur nnco hiar was our cauſe - 
and innocence committed,and he of-us hath never been ſought to in vain. 
I ay in theſe times of our troubles the Lord was till our hope, and theſe 
Rulers was ſtill warned, and our unjuſt ſufferings laid often before them; 
but they did not lend their car fo as to take off rhefe oppreſlions,but 
heardened their hearts,and encouraged the Lords enemies, and ours, and 
ſo ſtrengrhened the hands of evil doers againſt vs, ſo that there was ſuch. 
crael and horrible things committed in the Land upon us, as never was 
heard of amongſ} a people who profeſſed Chriftiagitie and declared 
againſt Idolatrie. vt | | 

Bur the Lord being diſpleaſed with their hypocrifie , he broke theſe 
Counſellors one after another; for they rook not Counſel at him , bur 
agtinſt him,and heardened their hearts, and did not obey the voyce of 
the Lords meſſenges, who time after time did warn them as they were 
moved of the Lord; ſo the time of the Lords determination being finiſhed, 
and the cry of the oppreſſed*waxing loud in his cars, the Lord would no 
longer ſtrive with them, bur in his wrath he roſe up againſt them,becavſe 
they continued in Rebellion againſt him, and ſome of them he cur off,iu 
his diſpleaſure for turning fron their righreouſneſs,and many of them he 
hath brought ro ſhame , which before they might have aRed that, when 
they did bear rule, which God would have honoured them for, and their 
names might have been i n-memorial from generation to generation 
among the Lords people,and great things might have becn done by them 
if their minds had been [cowards 'the Lord -ro have ated for him, and 
not againſt him-which would have crowned them with honour and not 
ſhame,and the hearrs of the righteous would have rejoyced,and not have 
been wade ſad , and the work of the Lord they would have put cheir 
hands to, and not have been againſt it, Bur the work of the Lord muſt 
go on in this day of his power , and who can let it ? for wo be unto him 
that ſtriveth wich his Maker,or againſt the Lord; for he is jealous of his 
Name;,and none muſt be proud againſt him,for in this day of his power he 
will bring down the lofcie from rheir ſeats, and the underſtandipg of 
the prudent muſt come to nought. 

Burt now to you who are the preſent Authoritie, that youin your time 
do not forget the Lord ; for the time is come that every one muſt 
tryed , and now are you {er up again that you may be tryed, and now 
hath the Lord a great work in kand , and if you will ſtand up fof him, 
he will be for you, and with you to keep you together if you do not,he 
will be againſt you, and break youto pieces. Bur if you ſeek to honour 
him,then will he honour you,ifyou ſeek to ſet up your ſelves, and the falſe 
Prophets who teaches for hire, and will not teach without a ſer main- 
repance, this is nor right inthe GHgh of the Lord ; but he will ponder 
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your wayes and weigh you in his Balancegznd you will be found wanting to 
do thac which ſhall be for him 3 Bur on the contrary,that which is againſt 
himzfor rhis thing will be abominable unto him& you will be found doing 
that which isevil in the ſight of the Lord,and the hand of the Lord wil be 
againſt you for this thing more then it was againſt them which were befcre 
you, they being examples unto you made who comes after them, for theie 
overturnings amongſt you hath been by him who throws down one, & ſers 
vp another; But is now ſetting up of his owuSon to reign,whole right it js, 
which makes the heathen to rage and the people to imagine van things, 
Bur be ye infiroRed and kiſſe the Son leaſt he be angry, before his wrach 
be kindled againſt you , in this his day,wherein many are offering. gifts 
unto him , Bur Cains ſacrifice will not be accepted z nor Eſaus tears ob- 
tain the bleſſing again 3 Nor Judas repentance did at all avail when he 
had betrayed-the blood of the innocent intro the hands of the Prieſts 
and Elders. | | | 
Now if you fay all this is true, but what is it to us we have no ſuch 
rhoughts to do as. the other Rulers did before us, as to ſuffer any for 
conſcience ſake to be beat,whipped or impriſoned, or to have their goods 
ſpoiled , or to give up the innocent into the>hands of wicked men, 
Bur the. true 'work of the Lord is the thing which we aim at, and the 
exalration of his Son that he alone may reign according to our former 
engagements and promiſes which we made unto him, if ic were ſo then 
may it be ſaid the Lord be with ycu, but if any of you draw back from 
this,the juſt God will have no pleaſure in ſuch , bur his juſt hand will be 
againſt them ;- bur fo many of you as do defire to do that which may be 
right in the ſight of the Lord, all ſelf-ends, ſelf-interefts, prejudice, 
worldly honour , reſpe& of perſons, ſer aſtde, then to that of God in 
your ſelves turn in,which lets you ſee that you are but men , andrhis is 
the light which Chriſt Jeſus hath enlighrened you withall , whiclr is ſpi- 
ritual, and you joyning with this ir, will make you like ir, and like him 
from whence it doth proceed, even Chriſt rhe power of God to every ove 
who beljeves, and as you come to be like him, then will. you 'do 
the will of God, and not your own, then will you ceaſe from your cwn 
works.,and do the work of the Lord 5 now if you ſay,whar is the work 
of the Lord that we are to do in this day of his power,thar he will have 
his Son ro reign in ? or what can we do, if he take the Government unto 
himſelf ? | x 
My anſwer is ; that the work of the Lord in this day of his power is, 
that every one may be brought to be ſubje& to his own power,the 
power of God , and this every one is to know in themſelves which will 
keep in obedience unto him, as they keep unto ir,and teach rhem how 
to EXercite their conſciences both towards God,and men;31 ſay that this is 
the Lords work which: he is begun-ro work. Now your work avd your 
places is to cheriſh ſuch and to be a praiſe unto them-who doth thus wit- 
neſs the power of God in themſelves,in whoſe hearts the rightcous Law 
of God is ſet up which doth regulate their wayes and.ſo teach them the 
Exerciſe Of a good conſcience both towards God and rowards man; and 
as you your. ſelves are ſubjeR unto him who hath enlightened ada: 4, 
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his light; with it he willler you ſee whoare from the power of God,and 
uo otherwiſe you can ſee, and as you your ſelves are ſubje& to the higher 
power, the power of God, thea with the light you will ſee how to exer- 
ciſe your power among thoſe, who axe not ſubje@ ro the higher power, 
and fo be a terror toallevil dotrs-- - WITT 
Now Rulers are not a terror to good works,nor to them that do well, 


and this I can ſpeak by experience, who have had a ſhare of ſuch ſuffe- 


rings among the Lords people now of late, who have ſuffered as evil do- 
ers, yet innocent,and doing no evil, but good, and ſo the power which is 
a terror to him that doth evil, We had praiſe of the ſame,though much 
we ſuffered by blind perſecuting Magiſtrates,who were from the power of 
God, in themſelves, and fo turned the edge of the ſword againſt the in- 
nocent, and deeply have wany ſuffered now-of- late yeares, both in their 
bodyes and eſtates by ſuch blind perſecuting Magiſtrates, that never 
knew the power of God in themſelves, from which they ſhould have acs 
red, nor never knew the Powers that are ordained of God, but ated by 
their own Wills,being many of them men of prejudiced ſpirits, and their 
ground from: which they a&ed was - from old popiſh Lawes which was 
made and ſet up by Popiſh Rulers, : in the'dark; night of Apoſtacy, for 
binding and compelling, killing and deffroping.yet thinking.they did God 
ſervice, and thele Lawes were one with the dark. principles of theſe Ma- 
giſtrates now of late,” who thus did perſecute withont a cauſe, and ſo ma- 
ny of the Lords dear people. both in ages paſt, and now of laceſt yeares 
for conſcience ſake have ſuffered deeply by binding and compellingLaws, 
becauſe they could not pay and conform to ſuch things as was required 
of them,and of ſach unjuſt ſufferings we,who are by Iſhmaels generation 
called Quakers, have had the deepeſt ſhare in,and this you are not ignorant 
of; So now it lies upon you ro remeny theſe things,for the Lord doth re- 
quire itat your hands,for he hath looked down upon the affliions of his 
people, and have beheld their grievious oppreſſions,/and the time is come 
that the Lord will eaſe himſelfe of his adverſaries, and avenge himſclfe of 
his enemies, who will nor that he ſhould reigne ; Now all bindingand 
compelling Lawes, touching the worthip of God makes many hypocrites 
both ro God and to mea & this is plainly ſeen in theſe our daies, for many 
now who cannot give up themſelves unto ſuffering, are miſerably enſlaved 
in themſelves, becauſe of binding and compulſive Lawes, - and ſo remains 
under a condemned eftate in bondage 3 and if hypocrites and unbelievers 
are cobe turned into the lake,then what ſhall che portion of them be,who 
either makes Lawes or upholds lawes,which makes hypocrites ? and if the 
lofſe of a mans ſoul be of more value then a whole world, then what or 
how ſhall they be ableto anſwer the Lord, or to ſtand in judgement be- 
fore himy who by ſuch lawes doth compel men. co fin againſt cheir owne 
conſciences?ſo this doth lie upon you from the Lord, that you do break off 
every ſuch a yoke, and that you neither make nor uphold ſuch lawes, or- 
dinances,a&ts, or what you may call them,as we have ſo deeply ſuffered 
by; Namely any law for payment of Tythes, or any law to limit. the 
holy One in any kind what ever, particularly that none be hindred as thiey 
be moved of the Lord to ſpeak the word of the Lordin any place or — 
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'bly of peoples for in theſe rwo things, eſpecially hath mmy Magiſtrates 


and Pricſts, who leaned upon them, been the cauſe of many unjuſt ſuffe- 
peas, chough for their wicked covetouſueſſe the Lord harh ſiitren many 
of chem both? - : | 
Now there is no queſtion, but you whoare the preſent authority, hath 
todo with this generation of men, the Priefts who have been ſuch pec- 
ſexnitors of us, as the other Rulers had who were before yous Now I (ay 
unto you a5 from the Lord, rhar in his true fear you ſtand, and that you 
Joyne not with rhem whom the Loyd is againſt, who doth nor profit the 
peeple at all, bur doth cauſe them ro err as the falſe prophers did, whom 
che Propher Jeremy ſpeaks againſt, Fer. 23. F 2. Now the Prieſts of Eng- 
land are ſuch, this is a trve reſtimony againſt them, wherher you can be- 
lieve it or no thetefore be warned and take heed how you give your 
Nreogrh unro them, for if yougive it unto them, you give it unto the har- 
lot, for they who pteach for hire and divine for mony, are adulterated 
from the Lord, yer they will lean upon the Lord, the Prieſts and falſe pro- 
phets who raughr for hire, did ſo in the Prophet AMicabs daies, Mic. 3.11 . 
the Prieſts of England doth ſo,they preach for hire,and faies,is not theLord 
among them, Bur they lean upon theRulers ofEng,for to compel people to 
hire them, and divers of them, have thruſt thenye)ves among a people,and 
have forced them in ſome places by orders which they have got from the 
Rulers of theNation,or by ſome order from fome other Pricſt above them, 
which hef hath had from the Rulers, I ſay ſome of them have by compul- 
ſion, come in to a pariſh againſt the peoples minde, and when they arc 
ſer down hen from every houſe, amd from every quarter of the pariſh,they 
begin co look for their gain, bar ſuch the rophet Efey cals blind watch- 
men: and greedy-dumbe dogs ; and now thefe Prieſts who doth thus, they 
will ſay my Parith, and my people, when many of the people are apainſt . 
/him, and ſome of theſe for conſcience ſake canuor goe to hear him ar all, 
and yet of ſuch he will look for gain from, is not here hortible things 
commitred in the land, Prieſts preaching for hire, and bearing Rule by 
their meanes * but what will ye dozin the end ſaith the Lord. 
Now if you ſay tithes were given by God, under the firſt prieſthood, 
and why may they not ſtand now for Miniſters maintenance ? I anſwer, 
no ; for who ever goes about to keep up Tythes under what pretence ſo 
ever, doth deny Chriſt come in the fleſh, and fo are the antichciſts 3 for 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrewesfayth, Heh.7: 5. that they who are of the ſons 
of Levi, who receive the ofhce of the Prieſthood, have a commandement' 
ro rake Tythes, aad in the 12 verſe he ſaich, the prieſthod being changed 
there is made of neceflity alſo a change of theLaw,8 in the 18.v.che faich 
verely there is a diſanulling of the commandemenr going before;now the 
law being changed & rhe commandement diſanuled which was for tithes 
which God commanded, how can any who owns the Apoſtles Doftrine, 
be ſabje& to ir, and deny the Apoſtles do&rine, and conſequently Jeſus 
Chriſt his coming in the fleſh? who is che ſume of all things before ſpo- 
ken of, who ſaid nnto thoſe whom he ſent forth, freely ye have received 
freely give,und thoſe whom he harh ſcat forth,obeyed his voice,and when 
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they returned again, they wanted Noching, and they were to go whither 
Chriſt ſent them, and not co thruſt themſelves into places, nor to inquire 
after places, and get places where they could, or liked, and there ro fit 
down for terme of life, or till they heard ofanother place, which would 
be more for their profit. Ofſurely you cannot but ſee theſe things to be 
abominable, and; much.ir is, that they themielves who would be accopn- 


red Goſpel Miniſters doth nor blufk ro rhink of theſe chipgs: Bur ſurely 


they are very impudent, for they have bcen ſufficiently warned, and the 


truth plainly declared to them ,and their falſe waies and practices _ 


declared againft,for which they do account us to be their enemies,tho 
nothing bur the truth hath been ſpoken unto:them- CA; 

And though you may count meſo, for telling you the truth, - yet whe» 
ther you will hear or forbear, this i truth uato you, that if you go about 
to ſet up or touphold fucha Miniſtery or fach a maintenance, or ſuch a 
worſhip;as to make che old Mafle-houſes which che Papiſts built for their 
Idolatrous worſhip, and make them your chief places of worſhip, as the 
other Roulers did which were before you; afluredly the Lord will þe a- 
' gainſt you for theſe things, and his preſence will not be with you, for he 

expeds far greater _ from you now,then what you ſaw when you 
were choſen ar thefirſt of all, nor will the Lord ſuffer that to ſtand by 
you for which he hath thrown others our before you; for theſe old Maſle- 


houſes, falſely called Churches, the gleab land belonging them, the tyrhes- 


which hath been laid to them, the avgmentations, revenues, the bells 
that hangs in them, and other maintenance, dues, .cuſtomes, and pay- 


ments which are claimed as belonging them, beſides many praftices in- 
their way of worſhiplia them, are as truly ſeen now tobe Idolatrous and- 
contrary to the mind of God now in theſe daics, as ever the groves, the.: 


high prom and the Idolatrous houſes was in the daies of Zrae/, and they 
have been as truly cryed out againſt,as from the mind of theLordas ever 
the other was by the true prophets of God in that age. 


So now be wiſe and be inſtrutted ye Rulers of the Earth, that the mind- 
of the Lord you may come to know, and take heed how you go about to - 
ought our, and 


limit the Lord in auy kind what evers. for the Lord hath 
hath found out many now who doth worſhip him ia ſpirir andſin truth, 


who neither can goe to one ſet place or another z. Bur as the Lamb guids . 


them who is the leader of them, . whoſe voice they know iand follow, and 
after none other can they -goe,. and ſuch theſe Scriptures finds fulfille 
that God doth not dwell in Temples made with hands. | 


So to you who defire to do the Lords will, conſulr not: with fleſh and * 


blood, butdo what is in your hearts, for 'the Lord, &in the Lords counſel 


ſtand his will ro know, even to that turn ro, which diſcovers unto you . 


the ſecrets of your hearts when you are alone, and ſhewes unto you them 


things to be evil which no man can accuſe you of, and ſhewes you ſuch 


a good way as you never yet walked ir, there is ſome thing in'you, ſhall 


find if you do but hearken, and lend your eare unto ir, . which will nor. 


flatter you in any thing, in that principle ſtay your minds, and from thac 


principle do not goe, and then you will know a true voice in your ſelves, . 
and. by it you will know the true yoice withour, Bur if from this = 
ctple-. 
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: u go; then'from the trne voice you gom your ſelves, and fo will: 
mY TE rong voice withour, which will legd you to-ſet up thar. 
which the Lord is throwing down,which is all falſwaies & falſe worſhips. 
& falſe worſhipers, which God is againſt, and the Scriptures of truth doth 
declare againſt So of the beaſtly power taksyou heed; for if you go a- 
bout to uphold the falſe prophets who teaches-for hire,and ruitggghe 


thes 
Lord never {ent them,and fo doth nor profit the people art al uch a 


ſecutors, and are found in the ſteps of Scribes and Phariſees, your 
* er willbe no other bur the beaftly power, which makes, war againſt 


the Lewdy - Bar.if you ſhould do ſo, the Lamb will have the vicory : 


But as you a& from the ſpirit of God which is pure, you will love all men 
without reſpe&@ of perſons, and ſeek the peace and fafty ofall, as to their 
perſons, and the overthrow of that which is evil in all; And as for Mini- 
ſters and Teachers for the Nation, yon tecd take no thought, for the Lord 
of the harveſt Chriſt muſt ſend forth, and he will fir them for his own 
work without Schools of great learning, or made by the will of wan, and 
no other -can profit the people,but ſuch as he ſends forth. ES 
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